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Alexandra Tolstoy Institute Exchange Program

T]—[E SECOND GROUP of orphan chil-
dren from Voronezh, which is the
fourth group to participate in Tolstoy
Foundation’s 3-month skill-enhancing studenr
program for needy children, arrived on May
10th at the Tolstoy Foundarion Center in
Valley Cottage, NY. The group consists of 18
children from 2 orphanages in the Voronezh
tegion. The 7 boys and the 11 girls who make
up the group are accompanied by 2 escorts—1
from each orphanage.

For the next 3 months, these 18 children,
ages 10-13, will be immersed in an intensive
curticulum of: (1) English as a Second
Language; (2) special training and development
of pracucal skills, especially compurer training;
(3) sell~help initiatives; and (4) cultural immer-
sion programs in the idyllic and nureuring set-
ting of the Tolstoy Foundation Center. The
kids will also have the opportunity to learn
abour their own religion, to participate in an
iconography class, and (o try their hand at arts
and crafts. Other classes being offered to them
include Russian Literature, Russian Language,
and American History. Just as with the other
programs, horizon-broadening events and trips
have been planned for the children, such as: a
trip to the Statue of Liberty, sight-seeing in
MNew York and in the Nanon's Capital, a trip
to Mysric Seaport and to Newport, Rhode
Island.

Past results have shown how much this
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opportuniry to bring the children
to the US gives them a sense of
direction, support and hope, and
acts as a powerful transformative
catalyst that unlocks a new per-
spective for these children. We
arc glad to be concributing e
these children’s lives in such a
positive and rewarding manner
and, in this way, to be inves ing
in a more peaceful and stable
world for ourselves and for the
next generation.

WHAT'S NEW AT TF

“LIFE GOES ON”
The Voronezh Regional Center for Aid to Orphanage Graduares

A major part of Tolstoy Foundation’s US-bascd
educational and training programs for Russia’s
disadvantaged and orphaned youth invelves pro-
grams of follow-up support and training in
Russia. One such TT program, in partnership
with the Committee for Sacial Services of the
Voronesh Region, is a Regional Center for Aid to
Orphanage Graduates which opened in Voronezh
at the end of January 2001, In addicion to a psy-
chologist, a legal consultant, a social worker and a
bookkeeper, the Center has acquired 45 volunrteers
from among active supporters of a local grassroots
charitable organization, wha ate assisting in visit-
ing hoth orphanages and current graduates to
determine and to assess a variety of existing and
furure practical needs that graduates will have
upon leaving their institutions, such as, living
accomodations, job placement, further education,
and continued training. To dare, 209 elementary
and high school orphanage students have been
interviewed, counseled and assessed on the basis
of individual needs and requirements. The
Center’s Hotline, utilizing modern compurerized
equipment, is now successfully operating,
Addinionally. the Cesnter is in the process of cal-
lecting comprehensive information on all local
and regional graduares, which is being entered
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into a comprehensive dara base for reference and
tracking.

Center staff and volunteers are actively visiting
all local and regional orphanage institutions and
offering furure graduates workshops on planning
for their future, complete with videos and direcro-
ries of various municipal and district offices which
may be contacted for assistance. The Center is also
working with the teaching staff in orphanage
institutions to assist them in preparing psycholog-
ical profiles of all graduates and in conducting
“Life Goes On” workshops to prepare graduates
for life outside the orphanage. To date, the Cenrers
work has also included: extending dircet financial
aid to 38 individuals; assisting the Bogucharsk
orphanage in the acquisition of sports equipment;
purchasing medicine for orphanage graduares who
are war vererans and currently hospitalized.

Plans for May include continuing visits and
assessment of additional orphanages in Voronezh
and surrounding areas. Future plans also include
establishing a library, complete with computers
and access o various periadicals and publications.
We are very proud of this partnership which
shows that given a lirde financial assistance and
support, good people in Russia can do great
things to help their children







